
MLA Citation Style Guide 
 
 

For additional assistance with citations, visit or call the Reference Desk (530) 661-7224. 

 Use the heading Works Cited.  

 Double space your citations.  

 List each entry alphabetically by the first letter of each citation (skip a, an, or the if it is the first word and 

alphabetize by the second word).  

 Give each entry a hanging indent.  

 Keep publishing information minimal: e.g.: UP for University Press. Omit Inc., Books, Publishers, etc.  

 Include the medium for each item: Print, Web, DVD, Videocassette, CD, Performance, Radio, Television. 

 In word, drag the hanging indent marker ½ inch to the right to create the hanging indentations. 

 For complete guidelines refer to the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th edition, available in the 
reference section of the library [Ref 808.02 G35 2009].  

 

BOOKS: Author. Title. City: Publisher, date. Medium. 

One author 
Walther, Wiebke. Women in Islam: From Medieval to Modern Times. Princeton: Marcus 

Wiener, 1993. Print. 

Two or three authors 
Ono, Kent A., and Vincent N. Pham. Asian Americans and the Media. Cambridge: Polity, 

2009. Print. 

Four or more authors 
Carroll, Sean B., et al. From DNA to Diversity: Molecular Genetics and the Evolution of 

Animal Design. 2001. 2nd ed. New York: Blackwell, 2007. Print. 

Unknown author Primary Colors: A Novel of Politics. New York: Random House, 1996. Print. 

Collection or anthology 
Srikanth, Ragini, and Esther Y. Iwanaga, eds. Bold Words: A Century of Asian American 

Writing. Piscataway, NJ: Rutgers UP, 2001. Print. 

ARTICLES: Author. “Title.” Publication. Publication information. Date. Medium. (Check journal and magazine formatting.) 

In a collection or 
anthology 

Gray, Herman. “The Politics of Representation in Network Television.” Channeling 
Blackness: Studies on Television and Race in America. Ed. Darnell M. Hunt. New 
York: Oxford UP, 2005. 155-74. Print.  

In an encyclopedia 
Brown, Thomas S. "Mythology of Scandinavia." Encyclopedia of World Mythology. Ed. 

Jacob T. Miller. 3rd ed. Vol. 4. New York: Pandora, 2003. Print. 

In a scholarly journal 
Weaver, Kelly L. et al. "The Content of Favorable and Unfavorable Polyunsaturated Fatty 

Acids Found in Commonly Eaten Fish." Journal of the American Dietetic Association 
108.7 (July 2008): 1178-91. Print. 

In a magazine 
Vogelstein, Fred. "Keyword: Monopoly." Wired August 2009: 59+. Print. [if the page nos. 

aren’t contiguous, type in the first page no. and a plus sign] 

In a newspaper 
Hoover, Eric, and Robin Wilson. "How a Community College Makes Room." Chronicle of 

Higher Education 7 August 2009: A16+. Print. 

MOVIES: Title. Director. Performers. Original release date. Distributor, release date. Medium. 

On a DVD 
All about Eve. Dir. Joseph Mankiewicz. Perf. Bette Davis, Anne Baxter. 1950. 20th Century 

Fox, 2002. DVD. 

LIBRARY 

LIBRARY 

LIBRARY 



 

Online Sources 
 

 It is no longer required (it is now optional) to include the URL to a Web source if the source can be found with a simple online 
search. However, the library recommends including the link and some instructors may require the Web address as well. Check 
with your instructor if you are unsure whether or not to include it.  

 Whenever possible, find and cite the copyright holder for online media: ABC, NPR, etc. rather than Hulu or YouTube.  
 
 

EBOOKS: Author. Title. Edition. City: Publisher, year. Database or Web site. Medium. Access date. 

Google Book 
Douglass, Frederick. My Bondage and My Freedom. New York, 1855. Google Book 

Search. Web. 4 August 2009. 

NetLibrary 
Shary, Timothy, and Alexandra Seibel. Youth Culture in Global Cinema. Austin: U of Texas 

P, 2007. NetLibrary. Web. 4 August 2009. 

SUBSCRIPTION DATABASES: Author. “Title.” Publication. Publication information. Database. Medium. Access date. 

Scholarly article 

 
Weaver, Kelly L., et al. "The Content of Favorable and Unfavorable Polyunsaturated Fatty 

Acids Found in Commonly Eaten Fish." Journal of the American Dietetic Association 
108.7 (July 2008): 1178-1185. Academic Search Complete. Web. 5 August 2009. 

 
 

Magazine article 
Lawrence, Ronald M. "Fat in the Diet: How to Retain the 'Good' Fats and Avoid the Bad.'" 

Total Health Mar.- Apr. 2001: 50-51. ProQuest Direct. Web. 5 August 2009. 

Newspaper article 
Dworkin, Andy. "Embrace Omega-3 Fats, Your Heart Will Love You." Seattle Times 18 

June 2008: E1. Proquest Direct. Web. 5 August 2009. 

WEB PAGES: Author. “Title.” Web site. Publisher/sponsor, last update. Medium. Access date. 

Web page 
"Northwest Coast Indians Musical Instruments." Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History. 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2009. Web. 4 Aug. 2009. 

OTHER WEB RESOURCES: see below. 

Art or image 
Putnam, Courtney. Undercurrent. N.d. Quiet Girl Gallery. N.p., 29 July 2009. Web. 11 Aug. 

2009. 

Blog 
Collier, James C. "Acting White: Racial Profiling Examined." Acting White. N.p., 22 July 

2009. Web. 4 Aug. 2009. [if no publisher or sponsor type N.p.] 

Interview 
Newmark, Craig. "Craigslist Founder Defends Web Site." Interview by Madeline Brand. All 

Tech Considered. Nat'l Public Radio, 3 Aug. 2009. Web. 10 Aug. 2009. 

Performance on 
YouTube 

Knowles, Beyoncé, perf. Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It). YouTube. Sony BMG, 14 Oct. 
2008. Web. 11 Aug. 2009. 

Scholarly article 
Francis, Terri. “What Does Beyoncé See in Josephine Baker?: A Brief Film History of 

Sampling La Diva, La Bakaire." Scholar and Feminist Online 6.1-2 (2008): n. pag. 
Web. 4 Aug. 2009. [use n. pag. if the article isn’t numbered] 

Television episode 
"16 Chefs Compete." Hell's Kitchen. Fox Broadcasting Co., 21 July 2009. Web. 11 Aug. 

2009. 
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